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war."' After the close of hostilities, owing to ill health, he 
changed his residence to Chatham county. It is said of him that 
he was "much respected for his high moral courage and his in- 
flexible integrity." The wife of Basil Manly, Sr., was Elizabeth 
Maultsby, who has been characterized as a "pious and exemplary 
wife, a woman of great mental endowments." The real worth 
of this devoted couple is, however, more strikingly emphasized 
by the eminent success and high character of their three dis- 
tinguished sons than in any other manner. These were Charles 
Manly, governor of North Carolina, Matthias Evans Manly.judge 
of the Superior and Supreme Courts of North Carolina, and Dr. 
Basil Manly, preacher, educator, and founder of institutions. It 
were going too far afield to speculate how much the influence 
of parental instruction and impression operated in making and 
moulding the character and aspiration of these men. Certain it is 
that their lives indicate a source of superior strength. 

Of the three sons, however, the life of the last named. Dr. Basil 
Manly, was undoubtedly the most far-reaching and permanent 
in its results and influences. Serious and meditative as a youth, 
he was at the age of eighteen the subject of Divine grace. In his 
twentieth year he was licensed as a preacher by the Baptist 
Church. In Dec, 1819, with funds furnished by his father, he 
entered the junior class of the South Carolina College, at Colum- 
bia, whence he graduated with first honor Dec. 3, 1821, Thus 
equipped he at once entered upon the ministry of the gospel. His 
charges were successively at Edgefield Court House, 1821 to 1826, 
and at Charleston, S. C, 1826 to 1837, when in the latter year he 
resigned his pastorate to accept the presidency of the State Uni- 
versity of Alabama. As a pastor, leader, theologian, minister, 
he had been remarkably successful and his fame, "noised abroad," 
caused his promotion to the new field of teaching. He succeeded 
the Rev. Alva Woods, D. D., the first president of the University, 
and on Jan. 29, 1838,° under his administration, exercises were 
resumed. For eighteen years he was at the head of the Uni- 

' Wheeler's Reminiscences of North Carolina, pp. 113-113. 

' This is the date given in Clark's History of Education in Alabama 
( iSSg), i>. 48, but Dr. Manly's diary contains the following; "On the first 
Monday in February, according to the resolution of the Board, the exercises 
of the University were commenced," and elsewhere it is stated that this 
dale was Feb. 5. 1838. 
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versity and during this period it attained a wide growth and ex- 
pansion. Not to enter into details it is proper to summarize the 
achievements of these years. The University was in disfavor, 
without discipline, and without an orderly correlation of work. 
He stimulated perfect confidence, restored discipline of a firm but 
conciliatory character, enlarged the faculty, widened the courses 
of instruction, and gave shape and form to a real University life. 
It was he who secured Dr. F. A. P. Barnard as a member of the 
faculty. It was during his term that the astronomical observa- 
tory was erected, the president's house built, the Geological Sur- 
vey established, the library catalogued by Dr. Wilson Gaines 
Richardson, the funds of the University placed in the keeping of 
a regular official treasurer, and the Alabama Historical Society 
organized- It were too broad a claim to assert that all of these 
things were brought about by him, but he was the cordial sup- 
porter of all, and all had his sanction, while some were due alto- 
gether to his initiative. 

The observer cannot avoid an exclamation of involuntary admi- 
ration for the many-sided activities of the man. Jn the midst of 
his daily officiai duties from which he had no rest for his entire 
eighteen years of service, he found time to ponder the needs of 
his State, his Church, and the University, and to organize new 
agencies for usefulness and good. He often preached. He filled 
the chair of mental and moral philosophy in the University. He 
took part in the deliberative organizations of the Baptist Church ; 
and in 1845 was one of the organizers of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. He was a most interested observer of political events. 
He was a voluminous letter writer. He took all knowledge for 
his province, and was thoroughly conversant with the character of 
work done by each member of his faculty. 

It is no wonder to us, therefore, that he should take the lead 
in bringing about the formation of a State Historical Society, 
How long he had considered the subject is not known, but after 
mature and deliberate conference and reflection doubtless, he de- 
termined upon action. To this end he prepared a circular letter 
dated January, 1850. which he alone signed, and which he mailed 
to his friends and others calling on them to meet for organization. 
This circular, which was printed on the first page of a commercial 
size folio is the very first item in our bibliography, and I append 



128 Alabama Historical Society. 

a copy. In this circular he declares the truth which all have come 
to feel that "It is doubted whether any ingenuous and earnest pa- 
triotism can be transfused beyond its founders, when a State fails 
to record and preserve its own history." The tone of this circular 
is lofty and embodies an array of reasons for action which cannot 
be improved. From a letter to his friend, ex-Chancellor Bowie, 
which he begins on the third page of the circular and which is 
given hereinafter, the interesting fact is learned that the first of 
the circulars issued was addressed to Col. A. J. Pickett. How ap- 
propriate I Col, Pickett was then the recognized head of historical 
work in the State and his valuable History of Alabama in two vol- 
umes was to appear the next year. The letter to Bowie also re- 
quests a list of names, and it has the curious statement that Curry, 
referring to the distinguished Dr. Jabez L. M. Curry,* "declines 
attempting a list of names, without your aid." 

As a result of the call the meeting was held in the old U. S, 
court room (Duffee's Hotel) on Monday, the 8th day of July, 
1850, but instead of convening at eight o'clock in the evening the 
session was held at four in the afternoon. In imagination I look 
in on that gathering. Gov. Henry W. Collier raps the assemblage 
to order, and on his suggestion Chancellor Bowie is called to pre- 
side. Suggestions and propositions are then in order. Dr. Manly 
rises and speaks. He calls attention to the importance of organ- 
ized effort in caring for the history of the State, and refers to 
what other State societies are doing. He exhibits some of their 
circulars and publications. This done, he offers a draft of a 
constitution which he had prepared. On being read it is unani- 
mously adopted. Forty-six names are then enrolled as members. 
The work is inaugurated, what will be the result? 

The extracts which I append tell the story. For five years Dr. 
Manly strove diligently and continuously, and his efforts only 
ceased when on Oct. 3, 1855, he left Alabama. Accepting no office 
save a place on the executive committee he did more work and 
displayed more activity than all of the officers and other members 
of the committee combined, with perhaps the exception of Dr, 
Joshua H. Foster, the secretary from 1850 to 1852. How keenly 
those of us with similar experiences can appreciate the extracts 
which follow— the failure of members of committees to perform 




their duties, the indifference of the average individual to voluntary 
effort, the difficulty in securing the preparation of historical pa- 
pers, the embarrassments of obtaining anniversary speakers and 
the annoyances of editing and proof-reading. The wisdom of his 
observation on the necessity for a paid executive official and a 
permanent headquarters has been vindicated by the action of many 
of our sister States. And Alabama must follow the suggestion 
of our revered founder, and .the well-established precedents of 
other States before we can hope to achieve success commensurate 
with our glorious history. I shall comment no further on the 
extracts. They present a really satisfactory account in his own 
words of the origin and first five years of the Society, Read con- 
secutively, they afford valuable and instructive lessons for our 
guidance and inspiration. 

On the 19th of April, 1855, Dr. Manly announced his resigna- 
tion as president of the University to take effect on the first of the 
following October. This step was due to his failing health. The 
following extract from his last report cannot be read without a 
feeling of intense conviction of his strength and greatness : 

"It has been the steady aim of the undersigned, and of that 
body of able and honest men who have composed the Faculty 
of this University for the last eighteen years, to raise and main- 
tain a high standard of scholarship. To have done this is a great 
achievement for a college, for a State, and for posterity, essential- 
ly involving the true elevation and advancement of a people for 
all time. The gratifying consciousness is ours that we have rear- 
ed for the University an elevated standard of scholarship; that 
notwithstanding the paucity and insufficiency of schools, the in- 
dulgent spirit of wealthy parents, and the alleged indisposition 
of Southern youth to severe application, we have inspired the am- 
bition of high attainments in the ingenuous young men who have 
remained with us, and have dismissed them to their employments 
in the world, endowed with self-mastery and prepared to stand 
with no enfeebling consciousness of inferiority on any platform 
of duty and trial to which the providence of God may call them. 

"Grateful for all your generous confidence and much attached 
to you individually by the amenities of a kindly intercourse, I 
now surrender to you the important trusts committed to my 
hands." 

Leaving Alabama he again took up pastoral work at the Went- 
worth Street church in Charleston, S. C. Here he remained 
from 1855 until 1859 when he returned to Alabama as a general 
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missionary of the Baptist denomination. In 1859 he had aided in J 
the organization of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary ^ 
at Greenville, S. C On Dec. 30, i860, lie became pastor of the 
First Baptist church of Montgomery, Ala.; and in 1863 he re- 
turned to Tuscaloosa, where he resided until 1867. In the latter 
year he removed to Greenville, S. C, where his son, Basil Manly, 
Jr., resided as a professor in the Theological Seminary ; and here 
surrounded by the members of his family he passed away Dec. 21, 
1868. On the day following his death, Dr. James P. Boyce de- 
livered a funeral discourse; and Rev. Dr. Samuel Henderson 
preached a memorial sermon at the annual session of the Alabama 
Baptist State Convention, Nov. 14, 1869, at Oxford. There were 
other tributes. 

The late letters of Dr. Manly contain no reference to the bant- 
ling he had so fondly cherished for five years. Indeed it is not 
supposed that he took any part in the work of the Society after 
1855. But an explanation for this is doubtless found in the fact 
not only that he was deeply absorbed in other matters, but also 
because of the association of the Historical Society with the Uni- 
versity, by which it was supposed to be nourished and fos.tered. 
The story of the first five years of our history is full of interest, 
but ;:o feature of it is more prominent than the noble work of him 
who founded and fostered it with so much patriotic zeal. 

The wife of Dr. Manly was Sarah Murray Rudolph, of S. C, 
to whom he was married Dec. 23, 1824. 

It is of interest to state that on our rolls will be found the names 
of his sons. Dr. Charles Manly, of Lexington, Va., and R. Fuller 
Manly, of Birmingham, and of his grand-daughter, Miss Louise 
Manly, of Clearwater Harbor, Fla. 

Extracts from Db. Manly's Letters. 

circin^ar letter from dr. basii. manly to hon. alexander 
BOWIE. Ben Lomond, talladega county, .m.\., jan., 1850. 
University of Ala, Jan., 1S50. 
Sir, 

The history of a State is an object of peculiar interest; — not 
less when it enters on its broad career by the peaceful will of a 
virtuous and free people, than when it struggles into being amid 
the throes of revolution and the horrors of carnage. It is doubted 
whether an ingenuous and earnest patriotism can be transfused 
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much beyond its founders, when a State fails to record and pre- 
serve its own history. And the fact, that, in the absence of verities 
and authentic narrative, nations have always resorted to fiction 
and fable, shows the common judgment of mankind that the uses 
of history are indispensable; and must be secured for a people, 
by some means. 

In an inquisitive age, devoted to the collation and comparison 
of facts, and the deduction of right conclusions from them, it 
would be an unpardonable negligence, in the citizens of Alabama, 
to permit the still recent facts of her own history to pass from re- 
membrance, without a record ; or to be thrown into the confusion 
and darkness of garrets and vaults, awaiting their sure destruc- 
tion. No succeeding age will forgive the inconsiderateness, if, 
while we are busy in amassing fortunes for ourselves, and provid- 
ing for our families a name, we omit to give completeness and 
method and perpetuity to the materials for a history of our State, 
— that impersonation of all that gives security and value to man's 
social interests ; which cherishes by being cherished, and enobles 
by being honored and loved. 

Imj>elled by these views, a distinguished citizen of the State 
has urged the Faculty of the University to take the lead in calling 
attention to this important object; and has suggested the time 
and place of the next annual "commencement," as suitable for 
obtaining a first meeting of those who may take an interest in it. 

Presuming on your readiness to encourage the formation of a 
State Historical Society for Alabama, we take the hberty of invit- 
ing you to meet others similarly inclined in the late U, S. court 
room, Tuscaloosa, (DufFee's) at eight o'clock in the evening of 
the second Monday in July, A. D. 1850. 

In behalf of the Faculty of the University, 

B. Manly. 
To The Honble. 

Alex. Bowie. — 

Endorsed on the third page of the foregoing circular, in addi- 
tion to other matters, is the following paragraph from 

DR. MANLY TO MR. BOWIE, FEB. 23, 185O, 

"My Dear Friend, 

"On another part of this sheet, you have the circular to those 
who may be designated as proper to be invited to enter into the 
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formation of a State Historical Society. This is the second copy 
issued. I was writing to Col. Pickett, the other day, & sent him 
one. Will you do me the favor to enter, with our friend Curry, 
into the matter of a list of names to whom it shall be addressed ? 
Only 150 copies have been struck off: it may not be best to send 
even that number. Curry declines attempting a hst of names, 
without your aid. Both, together, may accomplish the object bet- 
ter than either alone." 

DR. MANLY TO MB. BOWIE, SEPT. 20, 185O, 

"We have had a quorum of our Executive com. of the Hist. 
Socy. together ; Bp, Cobbs & Prof. Garland being absent from the 
city. Judge Ormond has been made chairman on my motion ; 
and seems to take hold with evident satisfaction. This relieuss vne 
greatly. We are having the constitution printed — also the docu- 
ment to which you refer, exhibiting the scope of the Society. — 
A number of copies of this document wii! be printed on a letter 
sheet, suitable for more general distribution. Judge Ormond has 
also undertaken to write to Individuals (those whose names were 
given in, & many others) to elicit all the information, within our 
scope, possible. We are adopting the only feasible plan of success 
— viz directing the attention of individiiois to specific objects, ap- 
propriate to them. Moody has been engaged to prepare the his- 
tory of Tuscaloosa & its vicinity, — beginning with the first set- 
tlements, the organization of the county, Indian memoirs of all 
kinds, the churches — & everything, — even to the 'gullies' — those 
great sores of the municipal body. — 

"This will begin at the right place, at home; and may furnish a 
specimen of what we wish in regard to other places. He will have 
that ready for our next meeting (annual). The committee will 
meet on the first monday evening in next month. By the way, 
did it ever occur to you that our lexicographers do not recognize 
the word 'gully?' It is a word, though, 'for a' that' 

"Of course, you are one of the executive committee, and may 
exercise the privilege of engaging your friends in efforts to pro- 
mote our object. Either by yourself, or some other, prepare a 
minute account of the battles & other Indian memorials associated 
with Talladega ; the history of the county, & town : — engage the 
Pastors to gather & arrange the facts about the churches ; & every 
other matter can be equally well provided for, — 
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"If you know of any one who can prepare minute accounts of 
any other of the battles — Horse Shoe &c., &c, — it will be ex- 
tremely desirable to do this, for our next meeting. — Also, the facts 
connected with the removal of the Indians, westward. Judge 
Chilton knows much about the Indians. Can he be induced to 
undertake something? Walker Reynolds knows a great deal. 
You can write down what he will tell you. The Indians, trying 
to imitate his name, applied words of their own to it — which have 
an amusing significance in such juxta-position. For Walker, they 
said 'Wakka' meaning 'cow' — & for Reynolds, they said 'renna,' 
meaning 'running' — i. e. running cow. It is curious also that he 
first reed, his convictions from chasing an Indian who had stolen 
his cow — he discharg;ed his gun at the fellow, without effect; & 
dodged behind a tree that was a little too small to protect the 
rotund gastronomical appendage that (in common with that of 
some of his friends) is quite conspicuous : — it came to the In- 
dian's turn, now, to shoot, — and his ball Just grazed the bark of 
the tree, & the bark of this appendage, aforesaid. His narrow 
escape led to his first serious impressions, which changed his 
whole character. 

"A diagram, & a full description of that battle of Talladega, 
with all its circumstances, antecedent, concurrent, and conseqtient, 
will give our next annual meeting an exceeding interest. Curry 
must employ his elegant pen, & his accurate research for us. — We 
shall, of course, require a speech from you at the annual meeting. 
You can do nothing to compare, in interest, with such memoirs of 
historical events as fall directly within our scope. I remember 
being excited to a very high pitch, hearing Judge Shortridge (the 
father) relate a great variety of things respecting the Indians. — 
His knowledge can be still gleaned, no doubt, from some of the 
old chroniclers around you, male or female. — I hope you will do 
much in this way." 

DR. MANLY TO THE REV. E. B. TEAGUE, DEC. l6, 1850. 

(Extract from a letter on the third page of the Society's second 
circular which contained an elaborate statement of its scope and 
objects) : 

"So far as any department of labor indicated in the preceding 
schedule may be within your scope, I shall be happy you will 
direct your attention to it, — prepare a paper — come to our annual 
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meeting, & read it, — &c. &c. — The annual meeting will be during 
commencement week, 2nd. mond, July 1851." 



! TO MR. BOWIE, FEB. 23, 1852. 

"The document published by our historical Society, Col. Groom's 
address on the Cotton plant, has come out with some very awk- 
ward typographical errors, caused by the printer not sending the 
proof of a part of the sheets to the Committee for superintending 
the publication. On inspection of the manuscript, by the commit- 
tee ( which was not done till the first proof that came before them) 
it was found to have been written very carelessly — as to the struc- 
ture of the sentences. — This they strove in some measure to ob- 
viate, by corrections in the proof ; but the printer remonstrated 
against that, as giving him double trouble^and they thought it 
improper to go into the responsibility of re-writing the whole. 
It has been, therefore, published pretty much as it was. — Sea- 
brook's Memoir on that subject left nothing to be done: and our 
publication can be useful only where that does not circulate. We 
must provide an anniversary orator. Whom do you suggest? A 
great many letters have been forwarded to persons in many of the 
principal counties, asking for county histories. We shall make 
the list complete at our next meeting — ist Mond. March. The 
meeting in Feby. failed — or we should have done it then. — 

"We need a permanent Secretary — to be devoted mainly to the 
business of the Society; — a man full of antiquarian tastes — of 
habits laborious enough to make a splendid fortune, — ^but who is 
willing barely to earn a subsistence. He must have ability enough 
to make a chancellor — but will content himself with the pay of a 
constable. — You will oblige us, if, when you find such a man, you 
will 'trot him out.' " 

DR. MANLY TO MR. BOWIE, MARCH 7, 1852. 

"We have applied to John A. Campbell to become our anniver- 
sary orator. — He remains to be heard from.— The lawyers are so 
engaged at the Supreme court, at the time of commencement, that 
we can rarely rely on any of them. Yancey has failed two or 
three times, on that account.- — For a Secretary, I did not hint at 
you; merely because your residence would preclude you from 
serving the Society while it is located here. An officer of the Uni- 
versity is objectionable on the ground that they have so much to 



i 



do — as to have no leisure for such a purpose. A tutor, moreover, 
is not permanent. Benagh has remarkable tact that way — and the 
suggestion is a good one, — if we can find nothing better. It is 
not yet certain that Mr, Foster will resign, We have appointed 
Nicholson in Bp. Cobb's place on the Exec. Com^^ — Tuomey gives 
me the name of a man in Virginia, who has been gathering up old 
Revolutionary manuscripts with a true antiquarian enthusiasm. 
His name is Campbell. — He is tlje man for us — if we can support 
him. I had thought he might be made Editor of Slade's paper — 
&, from both sources, might get support. But Tuomey thinks he 
is a democrat &, also, an Anti-bankman, This does not suit the 
'Monitor.' What a misfortune to have inconvenient politics I — I 
have got Tuomey to put the question to him, direct — whether his 
politics are convenient? We may hear from him soon." 

DR. MANLY TO MR. BOWIE, MAY I9, 1852. 

"Mr. Foster, our Secretary of the Hist. Socy. was requested to 
send to your address a number of copies of our proceedings. — 
Have you received them ? We have caused a number of letters to 
be written to engage men in writing the histories of their counties, 
respectively, I fear that in all the labors of this year, we shall 
have but 'a beggarly account of empty boxes.' Up to this hour, 
we have no anniversary orator engaged. Campbell has declined. 
We are now knocking at Hilliard's gate; but have not got his 
response. 

"Nothing can be done, to purpose, — without a paid Secretary- 
devoting his whole time, con amore, to the business. The Society 
must provide the means to obtain & keep such an officer, or we 
may as well give up the whole thing at once, & save ourselves 
from the disgrace of a still more notorious & palpable defeat. 
Even our committee are relaxing in zeal. On last Monday, we 
strove to get a meeting ;^Mr. Foster came up — Tuomey & I 
went down, & found Ormond there; but Moody, Garland, & 
Nicholson did not attend ; & we had no quorum. — Nicholson had 
been appointed in place of Bishop Cobbs.^who resigned, after 
his removal to Montgomery, All three of the delinquents had been 
'warned in' during the day. — Our chairman does not drive busi- 
ness ahead with either regularity or dispatch. But we can make 
him do, if we have a Secretary (a regular working antiquary) 



J 




hired & paid, — and a room at our exclusive controi. The trustees 
must give us a room in the old State House. — Give us these two 
things; and we will accomplish the history of Alabama in the 
course of time. Tuomey knows a man in Virginia, who will do 
for us — if we can pay him enough for a moderate support. At 
first, we thought of getting Slade to take him as Editor of the 
Monitor; & we thought that between us both, a salary can be 
made out. But, after a good deal of recollecting & guessing 
Tuomey thought that, perhaps, the man was a democrat. So, I 
told him to write to him to know whether his poUtics are con- 
I'Snient. It is a very awkward business, I find, for poor men, 
who cannot afford to keep even a conscience, to keep on hand in- 
convenient politics. Indeed, politics, like fresh fruits, will not 
keep, anyhow." 

DR. MANLY TO REV. BASII. MANLY, JR., MAY 30, 1852. 

"As yet the Historical Society has no orator. Our proceedings, 
this year, will be a failure, I am afraid." 

DR. MANLY TO REV, BASIL MANLY, JR., JUNE 23, 1852. 

"Nicholson is to make an address at the anniversary of our 
Hist. Society. I do not know of a single paper that has been got 
ready for the occasion." 

DR. MANLY TO REV. BASIL MANLY, JR., JULY 6, 1852. 

"Tuskaloosa is dead. Moody has had the history of the county 
to write for our historical Society, for two years. He undertook 
it, promised to do it; and I don't believe that he has written a 
line, or made one memorandum. All the young men of the place. 
Lawyers & Doctors, are loungers — no one studies — no one has any 
definite or elevated aim. — 

DR. MANLY TO MR. BOWIE, OCT. 8, 185I. 

"As yet we have had no meeting of the Exec. Com*' of our 
historical Society — in consequence of our absence. Tuomey & I 
are to select a room for the accommodation of the body, — & will 
do this on to-morrow. We must try to have our meetings there — 
and to do business more efficiently than we have done." 

DR, MANLY TO MR. BOWIE, DEC I5, I85Z. 

"We have had a meeting of the historical Society's com" since 
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I wrote. — We adopted sundry measures. But if they all issue as 
did that for the selection of a room, — we might have spent our 
time better at home. — We agreed to meet at Judge Ormond's 
office on Sat. at 9 o'clock — to go down in a body, and select a 
room for our accommodation in the old Capitol, Garland was 
lugged along — & we found Nicholson in the office; but neither 
Ormond, nor any one else, came. — The population of Tuskaloosa 
is dead. I know of no way to rouse any body, not under my au- 
thority, which has not already been tried, to no purpose. And I 
do seriously fear that the whole affair will come to the ground." 

DB. MANLY TO MR. BOWIE, FEB. I7, 1853, 

"Your George Beckett, Secy, of the Hist. Society is no other 
than our good Professor of pure Math" George Benagh Esq. 
son-in-law to his Excellency, the Governor and Commander-in- 
chief in & over the State of Alabama. — Your optics are bad, my 
friend, to torture a poor fellow's name in that way. However, 
that will all be forgiven.^f you will produce that article, and 
make our annual meeting interesting and useful. Judge Short- 
ridge is engaged in the land speculations along the line of your 
railroad. — I know how easy it is for men to talk : And, if writing 
materials for history cost neither time nor money nor patient la- 
borious investigation comparisot] & reasoning, we should have 
materials enough.^ — What they would produce with little labor 
would be worth as little as the labor they gave it. So we must be 
content to plod on in the cold & discouraging labors of silent un- 
requited toil." 

DR. MANLY TO MR. BOWIE, MAY 28, 1853. 

"I trust that nothing will prevent your coming to the meeting 
of the Historical Society. Bring Mrs. Bowie along to take care 
of you. You will find a hearty welcome & a quiet home in our 
house; and the change of scene, meeting of friends, &c — will 
greatly revive you. — I am not aware of any thing in course of 
preparation, to make a public demonstration with, — except a pa- 
per of Prof. Garland, and what you may be able to do. — We have 
failed in our efforts to procure an orator: — all applications for 
county histories, town-histories &c. &c. — have failed. — The com- 
mittee, itself, would never meet, — if I did not go around & remind 
them, & drum them up. Such has been the feeble state of my 





health, all this year, that I have often omitted that; — and then 
there had been no meeting. — I regret this state of things, exceed- 
ingly. The apprehension of such an issue made me reluctant, in 
the beginning, to embark in the enterprise. But, I will say no 
more to discourage you, — Do the best you can, toward the history 
of your county ; — Select all the most inspiring topics, the battles, 
sieges, escapes, adventures ; — clothe them in your very felicitous 
style — and come along. We shall all perhaps be inspired with 
new zeal, — by your presence & example." 

DR. MANLY TO MR. BOWIE, JULY IS, 1853. 

"The Hist. Socy. had a good substitute for an ann. Orator in a 
learned & interesting address from Prof, Garland on the alleged 
discoveries of this Continent by the Northmen, before Columbus. 
The weight of evidence preponderates, largely, in favor of their 
claim of prior discovery. — In the afternoon, we had our annual 
meeting, some 40 or 50 present. Two new members were elected. 
A large arrear list, of defaulting members lies on the table. — The 
Treasury is pretty 'scant,' — some $40 or $50 — I believe, on hand. 
— To save us from utter failure, we had a memoir from Prof. 
Tuomey on the physical features & soils of Alabama. And 
George Powell of Blount County presented a history of his 
county. Neither paper was read, from want of time. That of 
Tuomey was committed to the executive committee, — also that of 
Garland on tlie Northmen. Powell's history of Blount was re- 
tained by the author, to complete some of the dates & statistics, 
also the Botany of the county. It will be found, I judge, a very 
curious & interesting performance; and may have some effect in 
stimulating & directing the labors of others in that same neg- 
lected and difficult line. 

"Gov. Collier is made President of the Society in your place. 
Ormond & I have shpped out of the committee, and Judge Wallace 
& Prof. Barnard have been put into the vacant places. 'New 
hands at the bellows' will do better work I hope. I am glad that 
the thing did not quite die on our hands. — Let us, however, try 
to do something toward county histories the coming year. If we 
can get this ball well started. & publish in tlie news papers some 
pithy spicy extracts, — that thing will go on, — & we may yet do 
good service to our State 



Dr. Basil Manly,— 0«;«n. 

"Barnard * * * delivered a capital discourse on the life 
& services of Col. W. R. King before the citizens of Tuskaloosa 
on the 4th of July. — That is to be deposited among the collections 
of our historical Society, — in manuscript, if they do not print it." 

DR. MANLY TO MR. BOWIE, JAN. 25, 1854. 

"I have herad of no meetings of the Hist, Society's comm"." 

DH. MANLY TO B. MANLV, JR., AND OTHER CHILDREN, JULY 3, I854. 

"Col. Pickett is here — to address the Historical Society on Wed. 
night." 

DR. MANLY TO MR. BOWIE, JULY II, 1855, 
"A. B, Meek gave us a noble & most interesting address before 
the Historical Society on Monday night. I have not had time to 
go about or to see whether the Historical Society has been increas- 
ed in numbers, nor whether the members have paid up," 

DR. MANLY TO B. MANLY, JR., JULY II, 1855. 

"Judge Meek delivered a very engaging discourse on Mon. 
night before the Hist, Society." 

Extracts from Dr. Manly's Diary. 

The following are the only references to the Historical So- 
ciety to be found in the diary of Dr. Manly: 

"1850. Monday, July 8th, is devoted to the Historical Society 
at Duffee's : the Trustees are invited to attend. 

"1851. Tuesday afternoon, July 14th, a meeting and an ad- 
dress before the Historical Society. 

"1852. July I2th, Monday, forenoon and afternoon, is devoted 
to the uses of the Ala, Historical Society, 

"1853. There has been no selection of rooms in the old Capitol, 
either by the Society of Alumni or by the Historical Society. The 
building is leaky and tending rapidly to decay, in important parts ; 
and it is not fit for occupancy without an outlay by the University 
which no use they might have for it would justify. 

"1854, Thursday, July 13, The honorary degree of Master 
of Arts was conferred on Col. A. J. Pickett, of Montgomery. 

"'855. Judge Meek, of Mobile, delivered the oration before 
the Historical Society Monday night (July 9th) in the Methodist 
church." 




Grief for departed worth. | A sermon | in commemoration of | the 
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in the University of Alabama. | Tuscaloosa : | Marmaduke J. Slade, prin- 
ter. I MDCCCXLI. I 
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An address on agriculture. 

In Proceedings Agricullural Convention of Alabama, 1841, pp. 9-30. 

Divine efficiency consistent with human activity. | Notes of | a ser- 
mon I delivered by | Rev. Basil Manly, D. D., | at | Pleasant Grove 
Church, Fayette Co., Ala., | April 8th, 1849: : together with extracts 1 
from the proceedings of a council, | assembled at the same lime and 
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dent of the University of Alabama. | Tuscaloosa : | printed hy M. D. J. 
Slade. I 1852. I 

8 vo, pp. 49. 

Life and death the Christian's portion. | A discourse | occasioned by 
the funeral services | of the I Rev, Basil Manly, D, D., 1 at Greenville, 
S, C, December 22, 1868, | By the I Rev. James P. Boyce, D. D„ | pro- 
fessor in the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. | Sheldon & Co,, 
New York. | Starke & Ryland, Richmond, Va. | Manly & Co,, Tusca- 
loosa, Alabama. | 1869. | 

8 vo, pp, 75. 

Christianity exemplified : | a | memorial sermon \ of | Rev. Basil Manly, 
Sr,, D. D., I preaclied, by appointment of the board of directors, at the | 
annual session of the Alabama Baptist State Conven- [ tion, Oxford, 
Sabbath, November 14th, 1869. | Published by resolution of the Conven- 
tion. I By I Rev. Samuel Henderson, D, D., | president of the Conven- 
tion. I He chose, as it were, his pictures of words from the life of 

reason, — Lord Bacon. | Atlanta, Georgia ; | Franklin steam printing 
house — J, J. Toon, proprietor. | 1870. | 

8 vo. pp. 40. 

Biographical sketches. 

In Brewer's Alabama (1872), pp. 562-3. 

Garrett's Public Men in Alabama {i8?2), pp. 46-48. 

Fulton's Memoirs of Barnard (1896), pp. 83-86. 

Riley's History of Alabama Baptists (1896), pp, II2, 117, et seq. 

Wheeler's Reminiscences of Eminent North Carolinians (1884), pp, 

113-113. 
Clark's History of Education in Alabama {1889), pp. 76-79. 
The Cordlla of the Univ. of Ala. (1895), vol. iii, p. 69-71. portrait. 
Lamb's Biographical Dictionary of the U. S , vol. v, pp. 339-40. 
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